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EDITORIAL BY DR. BILL LEE

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
share with my colleagues an exceptional edi-
torial by Dr. Bill Lee of The Sacramento Ob-
server, which underscores the threat Social
Security privatization poses to minority com-
munities. The Observer is the premier African-
American news source in my hometown of
Sacramento, and has been a staple of the
community for nearly forty years. It has re-
ceived over 500 national and local awards for
journalism excellence, and has a weekly cir-
culation of 50,000 paid subscribers.

Dr. Lee’s column makes a critical point that
is sometimes overlooked: privatizing Social
Security would be devastating to minorities,
who benefit disproportionately from the pro-
gram. In fact, privatization would likely result in
smaller benefits not only for minorities, but
also for women and low-income workers.

The future of Social Security is profoundly
important to all Americans, particularly minori-
ties. The voices of African-American leaders
like Dr. Lee—the founding editor of the family-
owned Observer—must be heard. I commend
Dr. Lee for bringing this issue to the attention
of his readers and his community, and I am
proud to bring the Observer’s unique perspec-
tive to the floor of the House.

[From the Sacramento Observer]
SOCIAL SECURITY CONTINUES TO WORK FOR US,

HERE’S HOW

(By Dr. William H. Lee)
Everywhere I look in the African American

community, I see the success stories of So-
cial Security. I see seniors counting on it in
their retirement. I see people who were able
to pay their rent or make it through college
thanks to survivors’benefits. I know I am
counting on Social Security to help me in
my golden years, just like others in the Afri-
can American community are counting on it.

But why is Social Security so important?
Social Security says a lot about who

America is and what we stand for as a na-
tion. By providing seniors with guaranteed
retirement income for life and protecting
young families who lose a breadwinner to
disability or death, Social Security shows
that America can be a compassionate nation.

It proves that this is a nation with a bot-
tom line: that we can stand together, espe-
cially when life is most difficult. It’s a prom-
ise America has made to its people, a prom-
ise that has kept millions of its citizens out
of poverty.

I want to tell you, however, about a threat
to this successful and popular program: pro-
posals to privatize Social Security.

Privatization of the Social Security pro-
gram may sound like a good idea at first, but
‘‘the devil is in the details’’—the more you
learn about it, the worse it becomes. It
would cut benefits and pave the way for the
ultimate destruction of the program. That is
something we cannot allow to happen.

Some people in Washington D.C. want us
to believe that Social Security is about to
collapse. We have to make one thing clear to
our readers: Social Security is not in crisis.

In March, the Social Security Trustees re-
leased their annual report on the program’s
financial health. For the fourth year in a
row, the outlook improved.

New economic and demographic projec-
tions show that Social Security can pay full

benefits until 2041. We need to acknowledge
the challenge ahead: four decades from now,
Social Security will only be able to pay
three-quarters of promised benefits.

That is, however, a challenge we can over-
come. It is not an imminent crisis that re-
quires the unraveling of Social Security’s
fundamental purpose.

Privatization proponents want you to be-
lieve that Social Security is in crisis and
that ‘‘a radical change’’ is necessary. But the
truth is privatization will only make Social
Security’s financial problems worse.

Privatization is based on the idea that one
can take money out of the trust fund with-
out any negative consequences. But this
seemingly simple proposition is based on a
flawed and misleading understanding of how
the program works.

Since Social Security taxes are imme-
diately paid out to current beneficiaries (it’s
a ‘‘pay-as-you-go’’ system), money taken out
of the program would come directly out of
our parents or grandparents’ pockets. That’s
why privatization will mean benefit cuts.
And these cuts would affect all recipients—
retirees, disabled workers, and survivors
alike.

And since privatization opens a gaping
hole in Social Security’s finances, trillions
of dollars would be needed to make up the
difference. Where would this money come
from? No one knows.

Privatization will weaken Social Security
for all Americans, but for some the results
will be even more devastating.

This is particularly true for African Amer-
icans. But, it is also true for women, lower-
income workers, and other ethnic minorities.

For example, minorities tend to benefit
disproportionately from the disability and
survivors components of Social Security, but
these will be cut across the board to make
room for private accounts.

Women are also particularly vulnerable to
the effects of privatization.

For example, African American women, on
average, live longer than men and spend
more time out of the workforce to raise chil-
dren or take care of elderly parents. As a re-
sult, they would have less to deposit into pri-
vate accounts. They would therefore have to
live on smaller benefits from smaller ac-
counts over a longer period of time, without
the protection from inflation offered by So-
cial Security.

Social Security serves as the foundation of
a secure retirement—unshakable by the ups
and downs of the stock market, the timing of
your retirement, or corporate scandals. So-
cial Security is set up so that our nation’s
seniors, all our seniors will be protected at
the end of the road.

It ensures that seniors will not suffer like
Enron employees who watched the value of
their stock accounts plummet and their
dreams of a secure retirement vanish along
with it.

Of course, Americans should be encouraged
to save more. Personal savings have an im-
portant role to play, especially in the Afri-
can American community. But it is critical
that we keep a portion of retirement income
guaranteed. Social Security is that guar-
antee.

Privatization does not work. Social Secu-
rity does. It has worked in the African Amer-
ican community, and in all other commu-
nities, for over 60 years. We should work to-
gether to defend it, protect it, and improve
it. But we should oppose those who would
fundamentally alter it, break it, or send it,
piece by piece, to its demise.

IFAD

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002
Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, Congress can

preform a great service to the American tax-
payer, as well as citizens in developing coun-
tries, by rejecting HR 2604, which reauthorizes
two multilateral development banks, the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) and the Asian Development Fund
(AsDF).

Congress has no constitutional authority to
take money from American taxpayers and
send that money overseas for any reason.
Furthermore, foreign aid undermines the re-
cipient countries’ long-term economic progress
by breeding a culture of dependency. Iron-
ically, foreign aid also undermines long-term
United States foreign policy goals by breeding
resentment among recipients of the aid, which
may manifest itself in a foreign policy hostile
to the United States.

If Congress lacks authority to fund an inter-
national food aid program, then Congress cer-
tainly lacks authority to use taxpayer funds to
promote economic development in foreign
lands. Programs such as the AsDF are not
only unconstitutional, but, by removing re-
sources from the control of consumers and
placing them under the control of bureaucrats
and politically-powerful special interests, these
programs actually retard economic develop-
ment in the countries receiving this ‘‘aid!’’ This
is because funds received from programs like
the AsDF are all-too-often wasted on political
boondoggles which benefit the political elites
in the recipient countries, but are of little ben-
efit to the individual citizens of those countries.

In conclusion, HR 2604 authorizes the con-
tinued taking of taxpayer funds for unconstitu-
tional and economically destructive programs.
I therefore urge my colleagues to reject this
bill, return the money to the American tax-
payers, and show the world that the United
States Congress is embracing the greatest
means of generating prosperity: the free mar-
ket.

f

TRIBUTE TO LOUISE P. DEMPSEY

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002
Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to honor a very special constituent, Lou-
ise P. Dempsey, on the occasion of her re-
ceipt of the Ohio Women’s Bar Association’s
Justice Alice Robie Resnick Award of Distinc-
tion. This award is the OWBA’s highest award
for professional excellence and is bestowed
annually on a deserving attorney who exhibits
leadership in the areas of advancing the sta-
tus and interests of women and in improving
the legal profession in the state of Ohio. It
gives me great pleasure to wish Ms. Dempsey
my warmest congratulations on this truly spe-
cial occasion.

Louise Dempsey is currently Assistant Dean
for External Affairs at Cleveland-Marshall Col-
lege of Law in Cleveland. She received her
B.A. from McGill University in Montreal, Que-
bec; Certificate of Advanced Study in Bio-
ethics from the Department of Philosophy,
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College of Graduate Studies and Research,
Cleveland State University; and J.D. from
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.

She is a former Trustee of the OWBA
(1994–1997) and also a past co-chair of the
OWBA’s Law School Liaison Committee. The
OWBA was initially formed in 1991 and is the
only statewide bar association within Ohio
solely dedicated toward advancing the inter-
ests of women attorneys while encouraging
networking and the creation of a statewide
mentor program for women attorneys.

Louise has also been active in other bar as-
sociations. She served on the Cleveland Bar
Association’s Board of Trustees and also, in
1999, was named One of Ten Outstanding
Women in the Law by the Cleveland Bar. In
2001, she was awarded the Nonprofit Lawyers
Academic Award by the American Bar Asso-
ciation.

At the same time, Ms. Dempsey has been
active in the community in a variety of areas,
including: appointment to the Board of the
Cleveland Municipal School District; Board of
Trustees of Laurel School; Board of Trustees
of Park Works; Board of Trustees of Visiting
Nurse Association; member of Northern Ohio
Hate Crimes Working Group; and United Way
Services.

On May 1, 2002, Justice Resnick will be
presenting Ms. Dempsey with the Ohio Wom-
en’s Bar Association’s Justice Alice Robie
Resnick Award of Distinction at its Annual
Meeting in Columbus, Ohio.

It gives me great please to rise today,
Mr. Speaker, and Join the OWBA in con-

gratulating Louise Dempsey and wishing her
continued success.

f

TRIBUTE TO THE FOUNDATION
FIGHTING BLINDNESS

HON. ROBERT WEXLER
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to the Foundation Fighting Blind-
ness for their incessant efforts toward finding
a cure for macular degeneration and all retinal
degenerative diseases. The Foundation pro-
vides funding for over 155 research studies at
55 prominent institutions, and since its incep-
tion in 1971, the Foundation has raised over
$160 million.

Macular degeneration causes progressive
loss of central vision and is the leading cause
of blindness in people older than 55 years.
Approximately 6 million Americans, including
one million Floridians, of every age and race
suffer vision loss from retinal degenerative dis-
eases. An additional 15 million Americans
have pre-symptomatic signs of macular de-
generation. By recognizing the symptoms and
problems associated with macular degenera-
tion, individuals can be tested early and re-
ceive treatment for this disabling disease.

Macular degeneration, which is believed to
be caused by a combination of genetic or en-
vironmental factors, can be devastating for
those diagnosed late. The loss of vision can-
not be reversed, leaving its victims handi-
capped. These individuals usually suffer from
depression at the thought of losing their inde-
pendence. Because of the toll this takes on
the lives of so many seniors, I call on Con-

gress to provide additional research funding to
the National Eye Institute to help cure this dis-
abling disease. Many local communities and
some state governments have passed procla-
mations calling for May 1, 2002 to be des-
ignated ‘‘Cure Macular Degeneration Day.’’
Therefore, I find this day fitting to bring atten-
tion to this important issue and to urge prompt
action to find a cure.

f

HUNTINGDON AREA MIDDLE
SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB

HON. BILL SHUSTER
OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

congratulate the Huntingdon Area Middle
School Environmental Club for being among
30 students to receive the President’s Environ-
mental Youth Awards in 2001. On April 18th
these students were honored by President
Bush at the White House where they were
recognized for their outstanding service to
their communities and their achievements in
environmental protection.

Kaleigh Felisberto, Amy Slicker, and Margo
Wilson were recognized for their participation
in the ‘‘Standing Stone Creek Water Quality
Pre-Assessment’’ project. The stream assess-
ment was conducted at four sites and exam-
ined biological organisms living on the stream
bottom, chemical stream analysis, physical
stream characteristics and stream habitat pa-
rameters. The students also developed a
questionnaire in order to gain more input from
the Huntingdon Water Treatment Plant con-
cerning the environmental healthiness of the
stream water. The tests showed good water
quality and their research results were accept-
ed as part of the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection statewide stream as-
sessments.

These students have an impressive history
of improving the environment through their
community projects. Since 1995 they have
been members of Science Teams in Rural En-
vironments for Aquatic Management Studies,
or STREAMS. Through this organization they
have studied watershed ecology and applied
their knowledge to resolving local environ-
mental problems. They have volunteered their
time to educate and help their community be
a more environmentally friendly place through
their service.

I congratulate these students on receiving
this important award and on successful com-
pletion of their stream assessment project.
These students have demonstrated that they
possess a dedicated spirit of service and envi-
ronmental awareness. I would like to thank
them for their hard work and wish them the
best of luck on all their future endeavors.

f

HONORING IDAHO’S SENIOR CITI-
ZENS FOR OLDER AMERICANS
MONTH

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON
OF IDAHO
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Wednesday, May 1, 2002
Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to today

to honor a generation of Americans who have
made this country what it is today.

This group learned the value of a dollar
when food and jobs were rare during the great
Depression and built the largest free economy
the world has ever known.

This group of people saved the world from
tyranny and oppression during World War II, il-
lustrating powerful patriotism. Then sent their
children to continue the fight for freedom in
subsequent conflicts.

They survived the Bay of Pigs, the Beatles,
disco-mania and Big Macs.

They’ve adapted to a changing world . . .
starting school doing math problems with
slates and chalk, to punching calculators, to
utilizing computers, and then becoming one of
the highest percentage of people to surf the
Internet.

Most of all they’ve shown generations how
to live with dignity, change a world and en-
hance a Nation—they are the United States’
older Americans.

During the month of May, we’ll honor their
commitment and service to our country. In my
home state of Idaho, thousands of senior citi-
zens voluteer countless hours in classrooms,
churches, small businesses, public parks, and
service organizations. I recently attended a
recognition luncheon for senior volunteers
where just 755 volunteers gave more than
124,000 hours of service. They’re grand-
parents, neighbors, and friends. Despite all
they’ve given to us, they’re still not done.
Today, I honor that continuing sense of com-
munity that drives our seniors and respectfully
thank older Americans for all they’ve contrib-
uted, and continue to contribute, to our great
Nation.

f

TRIBUTE TO THE KENT COUNTY
REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S ORGANI-
ZATION OF DELAWARE

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE
OF DELAWARE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an exemplary group
of women from my home state of Delaware,
the Kent County Republican Women’s Organi-
zation.

This year, the Kent County Republican
Women’s Organization will celebrate 50 years
of service to the community on the Federal,
State, and local level.

Revered and respected by their peers,
these women formed the first organization of
its kind in Kent County. From the beginning,
they focused on promoting the tradition of a
two party system, encouraging civic participa-
tion in the county and throughout the State
and educating voters about the Republican
message of low taxes and individual em-
powerment.

They have been instrumental in electing Re-
publican candidates in Delaware through
working on various campaigns and fund-
raisers, sponsoring events such as ‘‘Meet Our
Candidates Night,’’ congregating in Wash-
ington to advocate Republican issues and at-
tending various Republican conventions to
learn how they can better the party and im-
prove their efforts.

I would like to acknowledge the dedication
and resolve that the Kent County Republican
Women’s Organization has maintained over
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